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tender charity and compassion, he went to visit his former rebellious monks,
who continued hardened in their iniquity and were joined by twenty others.
The saint was pierced with grief to see them thus give death to their own
souls and draw others into the same perdition.    It seemed to him that he
felt his own limbs torn from his body whilst he saw his monks separated
from him.   In order to soften their hatred and malice, he gave them every
token of the greatest sweetness, tenderness, and goodness;  but they were
not yet to be gained.   He left them a second time to ask their conversion
with greater fervour of the Father of mercies.   He retired near Nicopolis,
living some time under the boughs of a shady tree, the fruit of which
furnished him with food, till the master of the field built him a cell and
afforded him his scanty diet.   Elias, the patriarch, ordered Sabas to appoint
a superior for the disciples whom he had gathered at Nicopolis, and to
return to his great laura, to which he sent his orders to receive him.   The
factious monks, in a rage, threw down a building which he had raised and,
after many disorders, left that place and settled in certain old ruinous cells
near the brook Theon.    The great laura was freed from their scandals,
and Sabas soon renewed in it the spirit of fervour and charity.    His zeal
and compassion for the seditious apostates made him still to weep for them.
He even procured and sent them seventy pieces of gold, to build them a
church and furnish them with necessaries.   This excess of goodness made
them to enter into themselves, confess their crime, and submit themselves
to their abbot.   St Sabas nominated a superior to govern them; and under
his direction this became a new very regular monastery.   The saint founded
several others after the same model.

The eastern churches were then in great confusion. The Emperor
Anastasius supported Eutychian heresy, and banished many Catholic
bishops. The patriarch Elias sent to him as deputies St Sabas, with other
famous abbots, to endeavour to stop the fury of this persecution. Sabas
was seventy years old when he undertook this journey to Constantinople.
As he was dressed like some poor beggar, the officers at the gate of the
imperial palace admitted the rest, but stopped him. Sabas made no reply,
but withdrew into a corner to employ his time in prayer. When the
emperor had read the letter of the patriarch, in which great commendations
were bestowed on Sabas, he asked where he was. The saint was sought,
and at length found in a corner reciting the psalms. Anastasius gave the
abbots liberty to ask what they wanted or desired for themselves; the rest
presented their petitions, but Sabas had no request to make in his own
name. Being pressed by the emperor to ask some favour, he only begged
that his majesty would restore peace to the church and not disturb the
dergy. The emperor gave him a thousand pieces of gold to employ in
charities, Sabas stayed all the winter in Constantinople and often visited
the emperor to gain his point. The prince had caused a heretical council